
 

People 

Published on Monday, August 05, 2019 @ 11:30 AM - Issue: 966 

Schildkraut jumps to BakerHostetler 

 

Marc Schildkraut, a veteran antitrust lawyer whose career began with 17 years at the Federal 

Trade Commission before he jumped to private practice, recently joined BakerHostetler from 

Cooley. 

 

Schildkraut said he made the move because “some of the industries that I have spent a lot of time 

working on were not a focus at Cooley. For example, I have done lots of oil and other energy 

stuff. Here at BakerHostetler, that is one of their focuses. They have an office in Denver, an 

office in Houston, doing that kind of work. It wasn’t like that at Cooley.” 

 

Schildkraut’s bio notes in the field of mergers, he has obtained antitrust clearances in every 

matter in which he was the lead attorney. “I have been doing this in private practice since 1993 

— gotten them all through,” he said. 

 

M&A matters in which Schildkraut has been involved, as cited in a BakerHostetler press release, 

include: Chevron’s merger with Texaco; Exxon’s merger with Mobil; BP’s merger with Amoco; 

Boeing’s merger with McDonnell Douglas; PepsiCo’s merger with Quaker; Albertson’s merger 

with American Stores; joint ventures between Texaco and Shell; Intel’s acquisition of Chips and 

Technology; and Nestle’s acquisition of Alpo. 

 

“His decades of experience, with and before the government antitrust agencies through 

monumental M&A matters, shows that Marc has done and seen it all,” said Carl W. Hittinger, 

BakerHostetler's antitrust and competition practice team leader, in a statement. 

 

Schildkraut began his legal career at the FTC and saw many changes at the agency and in 

antitrust law. 

 

“There was a lot of friction going on because there were people with very different opinions on 

how to enforce antitrust laws,” he recalled. 

 

When he left the agency in 1993 as an assistant director in the Bureau of Competition, 

Schildkraut said “the thing that always leaps out at me was what got me to leave. I was doing the 

Microsoft investigation and the commission kept splitting, 2-2 [one of the commissioners, 

Roscoe Starek, was recused]. They couldn’t vote out a complaint, and they couldn’t close it. 

Eventually, we transferred it all to the Justice Department.” 

 

“I was disappointed,” Schildkraut said. “I wasn’t accomplishing anything important any more. 
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You asked what I am proud of — I had done a lot of oil mergers. They look small compared to 

some today, [but at the time], they were the largest mergers in the country’s history. We stopped 

one and we got large divestitures in others.” 

 

“I created the methodology — obviously things have changed — still used today to some extent 

by the staff when they look at an oil merger,” he said. 

 

Schildkraut’s career has taken him to several law firms, including two that have dissolved — 

first Howrey where he worked twice, from 1993-2005 and then from 2008-2011. When it 

dissolved, he moved to Dewey and wasn’t there a full year before it went bankrupt. He moved on 

to Cooley. 

 

When asked if he felt like he was on a losing streak, he chuckled. “Yeah, I did begin to think 

that. But I didn’t put Cooley out of business — so the streak is broken.” 

 

Schildkraut started at BakerHostetler on July 8. Pressed on what the biggest challenge is of 

moving to a new firm, he said: “I have done this a number of times, and you really want to know 

people. You don’t want to just be sitting in your office, working away.” 
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— Kirk Victor 
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